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In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
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SEED FOR THE 


SOWER 


Successful business men, when 
asked the secret of their success, usu- 
ally have an identical answer. That 
answer is, HARD WORK! 

One great object of the MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE is to inspire every reader 
of its pages to be a hard worker in 
the Cause of Christ. 

Jesus said, “The harvest is great, 
but the laborers are few.” Men and 
women out of all walks of life are 
needed, both to sow the seed of the 
Kingdom and to gather in the golden 
grain. 

The Church of Christ always has 


been a missionary church. The apos- 
tolic commission was, “Go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations.” And, 
“they went forth, and preached every 
where, the Lord working with them.” 
Our commission is, “The Spirit and 
the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come.” 

Stop and consider! 

Is there any use of bewailing the 
spiritual darkness and moral corrup- 
tion in the world when we do not do 
our part to extend to those in dark- 
ness and sin invitations to come to 
the light and live on a higher plane? 

How long would it take to extend 
such invitations to those in your com- 
munity if everyone worked as you do? 

How long would it take to enlighten 
a nation if all professing Christians 
participated in the work with the 
same earnestness and zeal that you do? 

Have you any right to expect or 
demand service and sacrifice of others 
that you yourself are unwilling to 
render? 

The Lord needs you to do mission- 
ary work in your locality. 

Whatever your age or status in 
life you can help spread the good 
news of the Kingdom of God. Many 
storm-tossed souls today are in need 
of faith that is firm and unwavering. 

You may not be able to devote your 
entire time to this work as, for ex- 
ample, the Apostle Paul, but by means 
of the printed word you may help 
someone. 

The following items are available 
for your use. Give them to friends, 
neighbors, strangers. Enclose them 
in your letters to friends and relatives. 

It is for us to sow the seed. God 


‘will give the increase. 


LEAFLETS: 


What Does the Bible Mean to You? 
Christ the Hope of the World 
Do You Believe in a Future Life? . 


A Light in the Dark 


50 cents per 100 
25 cents per 100 
25 cents per 100 
25 cents per 100 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah (a 64-page pocket- 


size booklet) 


.50 per doz. 


The Kingdom of God (a 70-page pocket-size booklet) 


Special Sample Copies of MEGIDDO MESSAGE 


$1.00 per doz. 
.50 per doz. 





“Tf I have eaten my morsel alone,” . 


. . The patriarch spoke in scorn. 


..~» What would he think of the Church were he shown... Heathenism 


—huge, forlorn, . 


. - Godless, Christless, with soul unfed,... While the 


Church’s ailment is fullness of bread, . . . Eating her morsel alone? 
“Freely as ye have received, so give,” .. . He bade who had given us 
all... . How shall the soul in us longer live... Deaf to their starving 
call,... Who famish for want of living bread? ... Woe unto US, as 
the prophet said, ...If we eat our morsel alone. 
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God’s Cheerful Giver 


the present and the eternal in mind: the contrast 

between the little petty trials of life, and immor- 
tality—and what it will be to live in that wonderful day. 
If we keep that comparison in mind, it will keep us from 
falling by the way. 

That will be a remarkable time, when we shall never 
experience any anxious responsibility. Even now we 
appreciate it when we have someone stronger and more 
competent than ourselves to lean upon, to whose shoulders 
we can shift the burden of responsibility. We can experi- 
ence this even in this mortal state, but what will that 
immortal] state be, to be free from all care and responsi- 
bility, and with such wonderful knowledge and wisdom 
to guide us at all times. Just think of it! What will it be 
to be there! 

The Truth of the living God as revealed in the Bible 
is the only rule of life that can expand the mind and 
drive away the selfish, sensual interests common to our 
mortal existence. We should expand the mind to take 
in pure thoughts and lofty aspirations. And Truth alone 
can do it. 

Let us consider the sixth and seventh verses of II 
Corinthians 9: “But this I say, He which soweth sparingly 
shall also reap sparingly; and he which soweth bounti- 
fully shall also reap bountifully.” In that future Day we 
are going to receive as we have sown. 

It is a well-known law of the mind that that which is 
not expressed dies. Thoughts, ideals, motives, resolutions 
which enter the mind, if they are not acted upon, if they 
are not set to action, shall, in only a matter of time, 
vanish from the mind entirely. 

In secular affairs this is frequently experienced. One 
may know of sound investment opportunities, but negli- 
gence to make the purchase brings no returns. Unusual 
plans may be developed for a worthwhile project, but 
they shall remain only plans if not put to action. Authors, 
too, relate that they must put their ideas on paper when 
they flash upon the mind, lest they slip into forgetfulness. 

So it is in the realm of the spiritual. The need for 
the expression of Christian ideals is unparalleled. The 
Gospel of Christ, as given to the apostles and as His 
people now possess it, is the priceless possession of a 
few. It ceases to be priceless when we keep it to ourselves. 
The moment we dislike to share it, or fail to grasp the 
opportunity to share it, we are dead as far as being true 
Christians is concerned. We have heard the good news, not 
only for our personal benefit but to tell it to others. We 
have been healed of our spiritual infirmities to heal; 
we have been called to call; invited to invite; blessed to 
bless; helped to help; brought to life (from the dead in 
sin) to raise others to life; made to see to cause others 
to see. A man’s responsibility does not end when he 
receives the glad tidings of the gospel. Rather, it begins 
at that moment. The good news is ours for the purpose 
of sharing it with others, and the moment someone else 
shares our faith it means so much more to us. If we sow 
bountifully we shall also reap bountifully. 


WW SHOULD always keep that contrast between 


Four Action Words 


The Christian Gospel may well be expressed by the 
four principal words spoken by the angel to the women 
at Jesus’ sepulcher: Come, see, go, tell (Matt. 28:6, 7). 
They denote action. The invitation comes and we get 
the knowledge—we come and see. Then begins our duty— 
go and tell—and this duty must be a delight to us. It 
must be strong in us, an impulse difficult to restrain. 
If we do not possess this impulse, this “go and tell” 
desire, then the “come and see” experience really has 
not been ours, or if it was, it has faded away. 

Our faith is not one which we can take or leave and 
nothing happens. It is one which if we do not take to 
others we lose the very faith itself. Expression of our 
faith gives strength to it and causes it to grow. 

Among the parting words which Jesus spoke to His 
apostles are these: “Ye shall be witnesses unto me.” 
Witnesses! The meaning is luminous. Jesus would be 
on trial before the world, in Jerusalem and elsewhere. 
Each of His disciples must testify concerning the genu- 
ineness of Jesus’ life, work, death, and resurrection, Each 
received his summons then to testify, as before a world 
court. 

In this day we cannot withdraw from the summons. 
The faith we possess is on trial before the world. Is it 
true? will it stand? is it of God? If we fail to speak in 
behalf of Him we join the persecution, for did not Jesus 
say: “He that is not for me is against me’? Or if called, 
suppose we talk indirectly, in two directions, apologeti- 
cally, indecisively? then we fail to uphold Him. We hinder 
rather than advance His cause. 

A weak or ill-informed advocate can do much damage 
to a cause he professes to support. While enemies can- 
not find any direct fault with the cause, they will, never- 
theless, ridicule it because of the weak arguments pre- 
sented. We see the need of preparation in order to bear 
the message of Christ faithfully to the world. 

Giving by Sowing 

Paul’s words to the Corinthian brethren are note- 
worthy: “He Who gives the seed to the sower... will 
give you the seed of generosity to sow” (II Cor. 9: 10, 
Phillips). The Lord provides seed for the sower, for the 
one who uses it. The more we use the more we will re- 
ceive; and those who do not put it to use, do not get 
it. The mind becomes barren through inactivity. 

The opportunity for sowing the good seed is ever 
present. One need not travel to the far shores of earth 
to do so. Men and women who need converting are 
everywhere, and those whose faith needs strengthening 
are always about us. Those to whom we speak a word 
may not heed it, they may ignore it entirely for the 
present, but some will hear and reconstruct their lives. 
In any case we are the better for having done on our 
part. We find strength for our own weakness by helping 
another who is weak; we become kind and compassionate 
by showing kindness and compassion to others; lovable 
by loving; and as expressed by the Wise Man: “He that 
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watereth shall be watered also himself.” 

The great majority of believers are compelled through 
circumstances to do their sowing at home and in the 
small circle of their friends and associates. Let no one 
feel that one’s role is insignificant in such a situation. 
Not all can devote their entire time in mission fields. 
Men like the Apostle Paul are few. The testimony of our 
faith by living an upright life is more forceful than we 
sometimes think. 

Whether through our speech or example, the degree 
of our interest and enthusiasm in the faith we possess 
is the great determining factor how our lives influence 
others. We should ever remember that we can never hope 
to attract others to our cause by showing only feeble 
interest ourselves. Especially is this true in the home 
life. Parents who wish their children to take up the 
Christian way of life cannot for a moment risk doing 
anything contrary to the ideals of the Master. There 
can be no exceptions. A let-down in parents’ profession 
only paves the way for children to do the same in their 
time of testing. One’s chances are far better when all 
precautions are taken at every opportunity; whereas, 
through neglect the harvest is nothing but heartaches. 

And heartaches there will be, for most men have 
their own dejections and despairs, and the nature of the 
Christian’s efforts is such that opposition is often 
aroused. When results seem meager it becomes easy, 
after a lifetime of effort, to pine away in a manner such 
as this: What have I been spending my life for? Who 
is the better for all my work? Who is any holier or any 
happier? Who is less selfish, any less proud, any less 
envious, any less ill-natured, any less fault-finding? So 
we are apt to despond and repine when our hopes do 
not fully materialize. But through all our disappoint- 
ments come the words of Paul ringing triumphantly, 
“Let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season 
we shall reap, if we faint not”; and, from a more distant 
past come the strains of melody from the sweet singer 
of Israel: “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 
He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him.” 


Giving our Substance 


Then in II Cor. 9:7 Paul completes his thought on 
sowing by a command on giving: “Every man according 
as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudg- 
ingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.” 
Giving is a type of action required of the true Christian. 
None of us can live to himself, each must be willing to 
share. Those with a plenty of this world’s goods must 
be forward to help the less fortunate. And to be accepta- 
ble, this giving must be willingly and cheerfully done. 
God loves a cheerful giver. If anything is given grudg- 
ingly, under compulsion, the recipient still benefits from 
the gift, but no credit to the giver can be entered by the 
recording angel in the Eternal’s “book of remembrance.” 

The virtue to the giver is not necessarily indicated by 
the size of the gift. The poor widow’s two mites is a 
revealing example. The rich were casting into the treas- 
ury of their abundance. They did not feel what they 
gave, and they had much more left after making the 
gift. The two mites which the poor widow cast in was 
her whole living, it was all that she had. Jesus said of 
her: “Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow 


hath cast in more than they all” (Luke 21: 3). 
Some Especially Worthy Gifts 

Important as this type of giving is, it is not the most 
essential. To be sure there are people who clutch their 
money so tightly that it pains them to let go even a 
small amount of it, but on the whole people are quite 
inclined to be charitable. There are other types of giving, 
however, and one or more of these could prove problem- 
atic to many of us. 

We may be reluctant to give credit to another for fear 
of down-grading ourselves. 

It may irk us to give a word of praise or encourage- 
ment to someone else, especially if we feel that our 
own effort does not receive the recognition it should. 

The cheerful giver must be prepared to give up his 
own idea of right and wrong. There may be nothing that 
he holds dearer than his own private opinion. Yet to gain 
salvation it must be surrendered. God’s thoughts and 
Ways are superior to man’s, as the heaven is higher than 
the earth, hence our own thoughts must be given up 
cheerfully. And for good reason: “for to be carnally 
minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace” (Rom. 8:6). 

Some persons value prestige, to be held in high esteem 
by others, as their greatest asset. Some have even given 
up their life before they would face personal defeat. 
Perhaps the classical example of this was Ahithophel, 
king David’s counsellor. He set his house in order and 
hanged himself before he would face the fact that he 
had lost prestige in the king’s court. But seeking honor 
one of another must be given up cheerfully, for Jesus 
said: “How can ye believe, which receive honor one of 
another, and seek not the honor that cometh from God 
only” (John 5: 44). 

We may be unwilling to give our time to worthy causes. 
Our daily schedule of activities may not be tied to any 
ecomomic need or necessity, yet we just don’t like to be 
bothered to have our program for the day or week upset. 
However, the spiritual work must come first. Perhaps 
someone needs strengthening or encouragement, a sick 
friend may need visiting, some distraught person in a 
distant city may need a letter of cheer to lift his spirits. 
To properly discharge these duties will take time and 
effort. How we respond to the needs of others will 
determine whether or not we are a cheerful giver. 

There are people who need sympathetic understanding. 
Do we cheerfully give it, or do we say to ourselves: 
“That person is a victim of his own folly; much of 
his trouble is imaginary. If only he would snap himself 
out of it he would be all right.” But that may not be the 
true story, he may need the understanding and encourage- 
ment that only a Christian brother can give. To be a 
cheerful giver we must give it. 


Giving Freely in Return 


The appreciative recipient must also give cheerfully in 
return. When Jesus sent out His twelve apostles He 
“gave them power against unclean spirits to cast them 
out, and heal all manner of sickness and all manner of 
diseases.” He said to them: “heal the sick, cleanse the 
lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have 
received, freely give” (Matt. 10:8). This rule applies 
today. If we have been blessed with a comprehensive 
insight into the knowledge of God, we should want to 
share our good fortune with others. The word of God 
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is “without money and without price.” If that precious 
treasure is in our possession we must be willing to share 
it with others. This may take time, effort and money, 
but it must be done, and done willingly and cheerfully. 
“God loves a cheerful giver.” 

The cheerful giver must give his or her talents to 
the work of Christ and His Church. One may have musi- 
cal ability and should be willing to use it. Even though 
one does not especially care to play an instrument if he 
has a talent, he has a responsibility to give; he should 
do it, and do it willingly. We should be glad to engage 
in any work that can be done to God’s glory. If one can 
sing, he should be willing to do that. Another may be 
able to lead church groups. One can write suitably and 
impressively, another do secretarial work. Services in 
all these offices is gratis, hence one cannot expect to 
be paid as he goes along, only in the satisfaction of 
having shared his strength with a weaker brother. Some 
do not choose to make the effort to commit an address to 
memory, but, if one is young and has the ability to memo- 
rize, he should be willing to do it. Recitation gives force 
to one’s theme, and provides listener interest in what 
he is saying, so he should be willing to do it. This is 
the seed given for sowing, the harvest of which is, “the 
satisfying bread of good deeds done” (II Cor. 9:10 
Phillips). Whatever we can give, is our duty to give it, 
and let it be a willing offering. 

Paul gives a clear-cut statement on the use of talent 
in Romans 12: 6—8 (Moffatt), “Our talents differ with 
the grace that is given us; if the talent is that of proph- 
ecy, let us employ it in proportion to our faith; if it is 
practical service, let us mind our service; the teacher 
must mind his teaching, the speaker his words of counsel; 
the contributor must be liberal, the superintendent must 
be in earnest, the sick visitor must be cheerful.” 


The Most Important Gift—Ourselves 


All these different types of giving which we have 
enumerated could be grouped under one general heading, 
giving owrselves. If we have given ourselves wholly to 
God, nothing will be reserved with which to serve the 
flesh. The words of the familiar Consecration Hymn, 
“Take My Life and Let It Be,” seem to depict the atti- 
tude perfectly. 

Often have our lips formed the words: “Take my hands 
and let them move at the impulse of Thy love.” Now let 
our hearts support, and whatever work we engage in, 
in whatever way we employ our hands, let it be to God’s 
glory. Paul’s hands labored for his own needs and the 
needs of those who were with him. (Acts 20:34). The 
hands of the virtuous woman of Proverbs 31 were busy 
doing errands of mercy and caring for her household. It 
was Paul’s desire that men should pray everywhere, 
“lifting up holy hands without wrath and doubting.” 

“Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for 
Thee.” “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet 
of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; 
that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salva- 
tion” (Isa. 52:7). How beautiful are the feet that tread 
with carefulness every step of the narrow way to life. 
“T was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the lame,” 
said the patriarch Job (29:15). Consecrated feet are 
feet that are “shod with the preparation of the gospel 
of peace.” 


“Take my voice and let me sing, always, only for my 
King.” “1 will sing of mercy and judgment, unto Thee, 
O Lord, will I sing.” (Ps. 101: 1). The voice of the cheer- 
ful giver will never chant the doleful melody of the 
sluggard: The work cannot be done, the evils of my 
nature cannot be conquered. It will not be wailing: The 
way is hard, the Lord’s ways are not equal. Rather the 
earnest Christian will always be singing and making 
melody to the Lord (Eph. 5:19). 

“Take my lips and let them be, filled with messages 
from Thee.” The lips fulfilling this vital role will speak 
of the glorious honor of His majesty all the day long, 
and of His wonderful works, and will declare His great- 
ness. They will speak of the glory of His kingdom and 
talk of His power: “to make known to the sons of men 
his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of his king- 
dom” (Ps. 145). If our lips are filled with messages 
from God we will speak as an oracle of His and never 
presume to speak a word of our own. 

“Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I with- 
hold.” The cheerful giver will be prepared to say with 
David the King of Israel: “Of thine own hand have we 
given thee. For all things come of thee, and of thine 
own have we given thee ... All this store that we have 
prepared to build thee an house for thine holy name 
cometh of thine own hand, and is all thine own” (I 
Chron. 29: 14, 16). Once all our silver and gold is placed 
at the disposal of The Eternal, not a cent will be spent 
for a purpose which He could not condone, but only as 
He directs. 

“Take my moments and my days, let them flow in end- 
less praise.” If that is our attitude, our time will be 
wholly redeemed (Eph. 5:15, 16); we will spend none 
with the sinful pleasures of the world; we will spend 
none in speaking idle words; none listening to unprofit- 
able conversation; we shall have no time for going places 
or doing things which are not to God’s glory. 

“Take my intellect and use every power as Thou shalt 
choose.” The fully surrendered mind is not free to think 
as it pleases. It will not be thinking of evil things. Every 
vain harmful thought will be banished, every wandering 
thought brought into subjection. Then thoughts of doubt 
and despondency will be given no lodgment in that mind. 
In short, if we develop such a mind we will think before 
we think. 

“Take my will and make it Thine, it shall be no longer 
mine.” If we have given ourselves we will follow im- 
plicitly the example of our Great Pattern, doing always 
the things that please our heavenly Father. “Not my 
will but Thine be done,” will be our ready answer to 
each divine command. 

In response to the loving entreaty, “My son, give me 
thine heart,” the cheerful giver will answer: “Take my 
heart, it is thine own, it shall be Thy royal throne.” We 
will throw the doors of our hearts wide open, while 
saying, “Let the King of glory come in.” 

“Take my love, my God, I pour at Thy feet its treas- 
ure store; Take myself, and I will be, ever only all for 
Thee.” And as the result of such complete surrender we 
will have no one in heaven but God, and desire no one 
upon earth beside Him. 


“Take my all, O Lord, I give it! 
Take my all, O Lord, receive it! 
Take it all, for I commit it now to Thee!” 
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A Good Vame 


“ GOOD NAME,” we are told, “is rather to be chosen 
A than great riches.” Well, then, let us by all means 
drop all other quests and concentrate upon the 
search for that good name, for “there is none other name 
under heaven given among men whereby we may be saved.” 
The mention of great riches is sufficient to command the 
attention of most men; and the possibility of gaining 
something infinitely better should arouse our interest 
to fever heat. 

It is perfectly obvious that this good name is not a 
family name, something which is inherited, thrust upon 
us, for better or for worse. Neither is it the name of being 
a member of a church, even the one true church. Not even 
the name of being a charter member thereof, or of 
having spent a lifetime therein. It requires no great intel- 
ligence or deep study to know that this good name by which 
we may be saved is simply a good character before God. 
This is never inherited or picked up casually, but built 
of materials which daily come to hand, the opportunities, 
great and small, which we too often neglect as common. 

It is a well known failing of human nature to react to 
great names and titles, to love to be thought the possessors 
of property, the descendants of famous ancestors, the 
citizens of a great city, or members of an exclusive organ- 
ization. These things may have their uses, but only as 
adjuncts to what we are inside. The only thing that really 
matters or means anything is to actually be somebody by 
doing something worth while. No man can amount to any- 
thing or be of any consequence now or hereafter except 
by and through what he himself is and does. Falling back 
on intangibles is an indication of weakness. 

It is an advantage to come of a good family, provided 
the good heredity is reflected in our lives. It is commend- 
able to be successful in business, if that success has not 
been attained at the expense of the things more important. 
Any success which leaves a bad after-taste is failure. It 
is good to belong to a church, provided it is the true church, 
and also provided we are an ornament and a credit there- 
to; but if not doing our part to make that church what 
God intended it to be, if we are leaners instead of lifters, 
if we are using it for a crutch instead of being ourselves 
a support, then the church of God would be better off 
without us. Long years of service are an honor, but only 
if they have been used to the full and our growth has been 
in proportion; otherwise they will only be a shame to us 
and an adverse weight in the balances of the final Judg- 
ment. “The hoary head is a crown of glory,” but only if 
“found in the way of righteousness.” 

There is no more fatal error than to rest upon our past 
record. When we rest, we rust. The current against us is 
strong, and the instant struggle ceases, decay begins. 
This good name is slow in building, but it can be lost in 
a day. It is said that every man, to justify his existence, 
should leave the world better in some way than he found 
it. Perhaps our record shows a few good and constructive 
deeds, along with the many, many stupid and sinful 
actions which we would like to forget; but however useful 
our past, let us never consider that we have done our 
part, or even begun to do it. The question is not, How 
much good have I done? Our past good deeds are in safe 


keeping; we may well forget them, knowing God will not 
forget. The burning question is, What am I doing now? 
What can I do tomorrow? How can I enrich the week, the 
month, the year to come? What growth can I make? What 
fortifications can I build? What burdens can I lift? 

We can never say that we have worked out our salva- 
tion until the close of the day; we are never, in this 
mortal state, out of the danger zone; never, until help 
comes from the far country, dare we relax our vigilance. 
Let us, as the years crowd thick and fast behind us, shun 
above all things the pension list, the easy chair; let us 
keep in the thick of the fight, lest that come upon us 
which is written, and another take our crown. 





On Mountain Heights 


“Flee to the mountains!” the watchman cried 
As he spurred his steed down the mountain side, 
“For the dam has burst, and woe betide 
The ones who still in its path abide. 
Flee for your life, though you go alone, 
And linger not in the danger zone, 
For soon will the valley be o’erflown. 
Flee to the mountains—and safety!” 


“Flee to the mountains!” the captain said, 
“There is no need that your blood be shed, 
And your streets piled high with maimed and dead, 
When to your city my troops are led. 
Flee to the mountains—there’s shelter there, 
Far from the sound of the trumpet’s blare; 
Peace and contentment you then can share. 
Find in the mountains a haven!” 


“Flee to the mountains!” the Christians warn, 
“Those in the valley by sin are torn; 
Dim is their hope of a brighter morn 
Which on the wings of time is borne. 
Flee to the mountains, where thoughts are pure, 
The air is fresh, and the vision sure, 
And the charms of sin cannot allure. 
Flee to the mountains refreshing!” 


Up in the mountains there’s peace sublime, 
Far from the lowlands of sin and crime: 
Though some may stay in the mire and slime, 
Up to the heights I desire to climb. 
Leaving the plain with its dangers all, 
Passing the line where the reptiles crawl, 
Up where the cedars of God grow tall. 
Give me the mountains—and freedom! 
—Contributed 





We shall not pass this way again, so let’s be kind to one 
another, let's strive to withhold harsh and bitter words, to 
spread a little sunshine in the dark places, to remember only 
the good things and forget the bad, to be too big to hold a 
grudge, too noble for anger, to strive to be an inspiration to 
those who cross our paths, to do some good as we go along, 
and to make the world at least a little better for our having 
lived in it. 
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Sowing and Reaping 


¢<¢ E NOT DECEIVED; God is not mocked; for 

B whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 

reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of 

the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the 
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” 

We may as well attempt to blot out the sun in the 
heavens as to attempt to blot out this great truth from 
the Word of God. It comes as Heaven’s eternal decree. 
This law of God has been enforced through the ages and 
is fixed, unchangeable, and unalterable, whether it be 
like as in the case of David, a king on the throne, or a 
priest behind the altar, as Levi. This great truth applies 
to the sinner, and saint, or to a hypocrite who thinks he 
is a saint. It applies to the family; it applies to society; 
it affects nations. What has become of proud Babylon, 
with all her glory? Where is Greece, with all her power? 
Where is Rome with all her majesty and greatness? 
When her cup of iniquity was full, she was dashed to the 
ground. Let me ask again, what has become of the Jewish 
nation—a nation that rejected those holy messengers 
whom God sent unto them? Stiffnecked and uncircum- 
cised in heart, they arose and slew the Lord of glory. 
They did not perceive a reaping time was coming. Their 
house was left unto them desolate and they bowed down 
to reap bitterly what they had sown. 

How true the words of the Prophet, as they come 
ringing down through the centuries, that they that plow 
iniquity and sow wickedness reap the same. And from 
this Divine Work I read these words, “The wicked work- 
eth a deceitful work, but to him that soweth righteousness 
shall be a sure reward; and he that soweth iniquity shall 
reap vanity.” Fellow Christians, let us not forget that 
life is the seed time. We have a field to plow, to sow, to 
cultivate, and reap. “It shall be well with the righteous,” 
saith the Eternal God; but unto the wicked, “it shall be 
ill with him, for the reward of his hands shall be given 
him.” If you sow to the wind you shall reap a whirlwind. 
Sow to yourselves in righteousness, then you shall reap 
in mercy. Hasten to “break up your fallow ground, for 
it is time to seek the Lord till he come and rain right- 
eousness upon you.” 

By our daily life and conduct we are cultivating the 
seed for the soon coming harvest, and we are confident 
that time will reveal what kind of seed we have been 
sowing. Weeds are easy to grow. They spring forth 
and flourish without the least cultivation. How quickly 
sin springs forth from the heart of man. Everything 
that comes from the flesh is weeds. “I know,” says the 
Apostle, “that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no 
good thing.” Oh, my friends, are you hoping to reap 
life eternal? Then cease, cease at once to longer sow to 
the flesh, or you will reap a harvest of corruption. 

A great painter was once asked why he was taking so 
much pains with his work. His answer was, “I am paint- 
ing for eternity.” It is indeed a solemn thought that the 
future will be the harvest of the present. Some say that 
the mills of God grind slowly. Ah, but they grind ex- 
ceeding small. And our Master said, ‘With what meas- 
ure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.” 

Come, my friends, what kind of seed are you sowing? 
What will the harvest be? Will it be black and blighted; 


or are you going to have a joyful harvest, coming forth 
singing and rejoicing bringing your sheaves with you? 
Do not think for a moment that when you sow tares, 
wheat will come up. Do not deceive yourselves and think 
you can give a loose rein to your ungodly lusts and pas- 
sions and make provisions for the flesh to fulfill its 
groveling desires, and then expect from the Eternal’s 
Hand a bountiful harvest. I repeat, God is not mocked; 
such sowing will bring a harvest of corruption. 

Fellow Christians, the seed of God has been placed in 
our hands to produce a bountiful harvest, or we can do 
as the Sioux Indians who, when the United States Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs sent them a supply of grain 
for sowing, ate it up! Men on every side are sacrificing 
their eternal future for the passing enjoyment of the 
present. We deceive ourselves into thinking we can sow 
to the flesh and reap a harvest of the Spirit. Let me tell 
you, there is no bridge or connection between them; on 
one hand corruption, on the other, life without end. 

A teacher had been relating to her class the parable 
of the rich man and Lazarus. Now came the question, 
“Which one would you rather be, the rich man or Laz- 
arus?” A boy quickly answered, “I would rather be the 
rich man while I live and Lazarus when I die.” That 
cannot be done; it is either flesh and corruption, or the 
Spirit and life everlasting. God does not pay every week, 
but He pays at last. “Sin, when it is finished, bringeth 
forth death.” 

I read in this blessed Book, that they that sow in tears 
shall reap in joy. There have not been enough tears, tears 
of the right kind. God does not mean crocodile tears or 
tears that trickle down when the old man of sin cannot 
have his own way. They must be tears of deep contrition; 
a mourning for our sins that will bring a godly sorrow; a 
true repentance not to be repented of. We will never 
roll in a great and bountiful harvest unless we stop sow- 
ing to the flesh and sow to the Spirit. Then God will cast 
our past sins behind His back. It is a good place to have 
them. They will be forgotten, for they will not be mem- 
tioned against us. He will put them away as far as the 
east is from the west. On the other hand, if we try to 
conceal and bury them, our neighbor some day will dig 
them up and there will be a resurrection which had not 
been anticipated. 


Men and women are so short-sighted that because they 
cannot immediately cut off the coupon from the bonds 
of self-denial they think there is no interest coming. 
They want the harvest before it matures. They become 
weary in well doing. They have no patience to wait for 
the reaping time. “‘O fools and slow of heart,” said Jesus, 
“to believe all that has been written.” Thou shalt be 
recompensed at the resurrection of the just not only 
with the interest coming but exceedingly above all we can 
ask or think. Do not think that we will ever roll in a 
bountiful harvest by planting a seed here and there. In 
the natural, men do not reason that way. They say it will 
take so much grain to plant an acre; but some think that 
God is going to roll in a big harvest and fill their barns 
aiter they have been stingily and sparingly sowing. 

I think that Paul is a wonderful authority in planting 
and watering the seed of Truth, and he says, “He which 
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soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which 
soweth bountifully shall also reap bountifully.” Men 
deceive themselves thinking that because the Eternal 
does not declare a dividend every year on investments of 
wrong doing, there is nothing to accrue. “Because sen- 
tence against an evil work is not executed speedily, there- 
fore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do 
evil.” God is slow to anger, but He will never acquit 
the wicked. You can be sure and certain that when the 
work of sin is done, the wages of sin will be paid. 

Remember, there is a time to plant, but let us not for- 
get there is also a time to pluck up. Everything but the 
wheat will be rooted up. The tares shall flourish no 
longer. If we have planted strange slips, they will go 
too. You may think these strange plants of a degenerate 
nature look pretty as they flourish and grow, but “the 
harvest shall be a heap in the day of grief and desperate 
sorrow.” “Every plant which my heavenly Father hath 
not planted shall be rooted up.” 

How kind God has been not only to give us the good 
seed to cast in open field, but He tells us how it must be 
watered, cultivated and cared for. Ah, what beautiful 
fruits it yields—‘“love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.” But then 
some come along with a big head, thinking they know 
more than God, and sow their own seed, seed from a de- 
generate plant, seed of discord, malice, jealousy, pride, 
envy, hatred. What bitter and ugly fruits spring from 
the ground! They that sow this kind of seed are fro- 
ward in heart. These are spots in your feasts of charity, 
when they feast with you, feeding themselves without 
fear, clouds they are without water, carried about of 
winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice 
dead, plucked up by the roots. 

Remember, men do not gather grapes of thorns or figs 
of thistles. Every deed carries with it its own legitimate 
consequences and has bound up with it its own inevitable 
issues. “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the 
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sin- 
ners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.” You do not 
have to appeal to God to secure a blessing for such a man. 

Let me implore of you to hasten for the evening shades 
are falling fast. The laborers of the vineyard will soon 
be called to account. Then a sad and bitter wailing will 
be heard rending the air. Its dreadful notes fall upon the 
ear as the cry rings out, “The harvest is past, the sum- 
mer is ended, and we are not saved.” Moffatt renders 
this text, “The summer is over, the harvest is ended, with 
nothing to keep us alive.” Shall you, shall I, stand there 
empty handed, while the faithful ones haste sheaves of 
gladness to bring before the dear Lord to lay down? 
Shall you and I look over the fields with their harvest 
so white, where others were faithful and true, and know 
that another will reap the reward for toil that our hands 
failed to do? 


Ah! we who are working in field of the Master, 
How have we been sowing today? 

Were we sowing the bountiful seed of the Spirit, 
To reap from our Lord the great pay? 


As we sit in our homes in the shades of the evening, 
Musing o’er the events by the way,— 

Let us look at our sowing, what seed have we scattered 
To reap from our Lord in that day? 


The seed we have scattered now lies in the open, 
’Tis watered with dew and with rain; 

And slowly but surely ’twill grow to fruition,— 
We shall reap it with gladness or pain. 


If we sow to the Spirit in field of the Master, 
Rich the harvest ’twill bring by and by; 

What blessings eternal, with life everlasting, 
We shall reap in God’s Kingdom so nigh. 


But if in our sowing the Flesh is our master 
And we sow to his bidding at will; 

While others are reaping the joys everlasting, 
Destruction our portion will fill. 


Let us work with great care in the field of the Master, 
Keep our eye on the glad Reaping Day; 

Watch our tilling, our mowing, which seed we are sowing; 
For we’re earning such wonderful pay! 


Genius is really only the power of making continuous 
effort. The line between failure and success is so fine 
that we are often on the line and do not know it. As the 
tide goes clear out, so it comes clear in. A little more 
persistence, a little more effort, and what seemed a hope- 
less failure may turn to glorious success. There is no 
failure except from no longer trying. There is no defeat 
except from within; and no really insurmountable barri- 
er, save our own inherent weakness of purpose. 


* *¢+ *¢+ *¢ &*© © *& & 


Just One Day At A Time 


The Lord is showing me how to live 
Just one day at a time. 

I asked for something I know He'll give, 
Just one day at a time. 


My prayer is one I can share with you 


“Dear Lord, help me do what I ought 
to do. 


Then give me the strength to carry me 
through 
Just one day at a time.” 


At last I’m learning to lean on the Lord 
Just one day at a time. 

This peace I know is enough reward 
Just one day at a time. 


May every day be a work of art 
In which I may play a humble part. 
I pray for an understanding heart 
Just one day at a time. 
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~ Zeal 


i) 


A person full of zeal for the Lord, is not lukewarm or 

cool but alive and intensely interested in procuring for 
himself an entrance into the kingdom of God. So great 
is his desire for eternal life, that he will allow no obstacle 
to stand in his way of obtaining it. 

David exemplified this zeal when he said, “The zeal 
of thy house hath eaten me up.” 

He was completely absorbed in the work of the Lord. 
The fire of his zeal was not dimly burning but was at 
white heat. His own ways were consumed in his burning 
zeal for his God. To him it was a delight to meditate upon 
God’s law day and night. 

And was that zeal any less in the days of Jesus and the 
apostles? 

“From the days of John the Baptist until now, they are 
pressing into the Realm of heaven—these eager souls 
are storming it.” One definition of storming is: ‘“Pro- 
ceeding from or marked by great physical force, exhibit- 
ing intensity, vehemence.” 

God has never promised an easy entrance into the 
kingdom, but the admonition is press, strain every nerve, 
work, run, flee from Babylon. 

Those eager souls were storming it, their zeal was at 
the boiling point, they were not floating along, but 
searching out their opportunities, in fact they were 
making them. They did not assume the attitude, I will do 
better tomorrow but rather: right this minute I will 
serve God with all my heart! 

When confronted with a temptation their attitude was 
not, I will yield this once but the next time, yes the next 
time I will be sure to resist. Do we realize each time we 
yield we are that much weaker and that much easier 
victim for the next attack? When we say no to the first 
temptation, having resisted the desire, we add the 
strength of the temptation. 

So great must be our desire for eternal life, it will not 
be a question with us, “how much of self can I partake 
of and still be lawful, but how far away from the preci- 
pice can I keep?” 

One of the outstanding features of the early church 
was their zeal, their faces shone with their enthusiasm. 

Zeal is the fire of love, active for duty—burning as it 
flies. A missionary related how that a friend of his 
was once riding on a train when it began to flag, and 
at length stood still. The gentleman got out, and after 
going up front said to the engineer, “What’s the matter? 
Have you run out of water?” “No,” was the reply, “we've 
plenty of water, but it’s not boiling.” 

How is our zeal today? Has our love for the Word of 
God grown cool, our zeal no longer at the boiling point? 
Although surrounded by an abundance of the water of 
life, has it ceased to be a force in our lives? 

Zeal cannot continue to boil unless constantly refueled. 
An abundance of burning faith is the flame that keeps 
zeal boiling. 

Can we say our zeal is at the boiling point? If so can 
we keep it there and not let the fires of hope grow dim? 
Are we so fired with enthusiasm that God’s word is our 
meat and drink, the topic of our conversation? 


le THE Greek “zeal” carries the definition, “I boil.” 


Are we cetermined to let nothing stand between us 
and the reward God has offered? 

Nothing can be fairer or more noble than holy fervor 
of true zeal. Exper:ence shows that success is due less 
to abi.ity than to zeal. The winner is he who gives him- 
self to his work, body and soul. All our interests must be 
focused on one ideal. 

Oh, that we would rekindle in our hearts the fires of 
this zeal for God, for truth, and righteousness, that we 
may redouble our zeal. 





Keep it Out 


All the water in the world, 
However hard it tried, 
Could never, never sink a ship 
Unless it got inside. 


All the evil in the world, 
The blackest kind of sin, 

Can never hurt you one least bit— 
Unless you let it in. 





He That Overcometh 


HO, AT some time, has not experienced the wea- 
riness of mind and body caused by ceaseless effort 
in striving to carry out the daily routine of a 
certain line of work? and how uncertain we often feel of 
the value of the same. We also know how, in moods like 
these, the hearty word of commendation brings fresh 
courage and inspiration; and yet how seldom we remem- 
ber to turn the service around and bestow upon others 
that same helpful stimulant. The child responds to the 
cheery word of commendation, and we cannot conceive 
of anyone being too old to feel the spur of enthusiasm 
and fresh endeavor that such a word engenders. A 
teacher’s work was at one time being highly praised, and 
a lady who heard it asked, “Did you ever tell her so?” 
“No,” came the answer, “I thought that she must know 
how fine she is.’”’ And herein lies the trouble—taking 
things for granted. Speak the cheering word today. The 
worker stands too near his work to judge it justly. 
Arago, the great French astronomer, tells us that he 
became so discouraged in the study of mathematics that 
he almost resolved to abandon his effort. He was just 
about ready to give up when he noticed something writ- 
ten or printed under the paper binding of his book. He 
unfolded the leaf and found it was from Delambre. The 
letter said: “Go on, sir; go on! The difficulties you meet 
will resolve themselves as you advance. Persevere, and 
the light will dawn and shine with increasing clearness 
upon your path.” This striking passage made an im- 
pression on the young mathematician’s mind which he 
never forgot. He resolved then and there that he would 
surmount every difficulty: then he would become a great 
mathematician himself. He tightened his grip and urged 
himself on unti] Fame took him up and told the world the 
story of one of the great astronomers of his time, 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, 
but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou 
mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: 
for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success” (Joshua 1: 8). 


These words were addressed to Joshua, Moses’ succes- 
sor, and new leader of the Israelites, as they were prepar- 
ing, at long last, to cross the Jordan River, and enter the 
Promised land. The exciting prospect of a permanent 
home after 40 years’ wandering, undoubtedly dominated 
all their thinking, activating every hour’s pursuit. The 
prospect of the gift could easily have crowded into for- 
getfulness, the Giver and His terms. Hence the warning: 
“This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; 
but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou 
mayest observe to do according to all that is written 
therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, 
and then thou shalt have good success.” 

Had the people of the past and present generations 
recognized and obeyed this Divine injunction, what a dif- 
ferent state of affairs would exist in the world today ; but in 
place of keeping the commands of the book of the law of 
God active in their mind, they have allowed greed, selfish- 
ness, avarice, pride, to rule them; they have become lovers 
of their own selves, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of 
God, respecters of persons rather than respecters of 
character. 

As the waters of Jordan parted to allow the Children 
of Israel] to pass over dry shod on their journey to the 
Promised Land, it was again demonstrated that God al- 
ways does His part, sets the stage for action, but leaves us 
to do the acting. Doubtless He could have transported the 
host of Israel as a body through the air as easily as He 
parted the waters for them to pass over, but He knew it 
would be better for them to walk. Each had to make 
an individual effort to convey himself through the bed of 
the river to the opposite shore, thus illustrating that God 
never does for us what we can do for ourselves. Likewise, 
if Christ did all the work for us, so we could be saved 
without doing anything to merit salvation, as many teach, 
there would be no virtue to us, nor would God be glorified. 
For although that which He requires us to do is infinites- 
imally small compared to what He has promised to do 
for us, yet without doing that little we are not acceptable 
to Him. 

We should thank God that we still have this book of the 
law, the Bible, in our possession. It was preserved during 
the Dark Ages when knowledge was so lightly regarded 
that according to one account the books of the Alexandri- 
an Library were used as fuel to heat water for the public 
baths of the city, taking over six months to burn them. 
And not only do we possess this book of the law, but it is 
within our power to impress its teachings upon our minds 
sufficiently so that it will never depart out of our mouth 
but, like Jesus, we can always be ready to say when 
tempted, “It is written” (Matt. 4:4). 

The mind of man has been fittingly likened to a flaming 


torch, blown and flared by every wind of passion’s sway, 
while the Word of God is a “lamp” unto our feet, and a 
“light” unto our path (Ps. 119: 105). The principal rea- 
son why we are always to keep this book of the law before 
our minds is that it may guide us through all the changing 
scenes of life. It was the great Lawgiver Himself who said 
(Deut. 6: 6—9), “And these words, which I command 
thee this day, shall be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest 
by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. 
And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, 
and on thy gates.” 

It is not in man that walketh to direct his steps (Jer. 
10: 23), nor can we of ourselves, by the application of any 
human standard of morality, know what is right or wrong 
in God’s sight, hence our reasoning must be directed by 
His Word. This fact forces upon our mind the necessity of 
our meditating upon His law day and night— when among 
the children of the day, those enlightened by the word of 
truth, and also in the night, when among the children of 
darkness—lest we find ourselves side-stepping into by-and- 
forbidden paths. In Psalms 1 a blessing is pronounced 
upon the man that does not walk in the counsel of the 
ungodly, nor stand in the way of sinners; but “his delight 
is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate 
day and night,” and he also is promised prosperity: “And 
he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that 
bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall 
not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” 

This prosperity promised those remembering the com- 
mands of the book of the law is not necessarily prosperity 
in temporal things. While in many instances recorded in 
the Bible God’s people were wealthy and prosperous, there 
is also the account of those who suffered the loss of all 
things, and of those who were persecuted for the faith 
they held, living in dens and caves of the earth, despair- 
ing of their existence. Temporal prosperity is not al- 
ways conducive to growth in the spiritual life; adversity 
often draws one to God more than does smooth sailing. 
Paul’s words in Rom. 8: 28 clarify the thought: “And we 
know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to his pur- 
pose.” Whatever God sees will work good for us spiritually, 
that which will bring health and growth in the divine life, is 
what we shall receive. But the real assurance of prosper- 
ity is future—wealth, blessing, endless life and happiness 
in the world to come. 

Figuratively speaking, not a single day in the life of a 
true Christian passes without its “Jordan” to cross. There 
are trials to endure, obstacles to surmount, passions to 
subdue, right decisions to make, a constant vigil to main- 
tain. Without God’s help we could do nothing. He sees to 
it that the waters are parted and a way of escape provid- 
ed so we will not be tried above that we are able to bear 
(I Cor. 10: 13), but only by our keeping this book of the 
law before us will we be in the frame of mind to see and 
recognize God’s hand in the chastisement and discipline 
indispensable in the building of a Christian character. 
But this attitude, once reached and maintained, will make 
each day’s Jordan crossing a success, and assure us an 
abundant entrance into the Promised Land, the “everlast- 
ing kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (II 
Peter 1:11). 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Do all have the right to resurrection? 


No, all are not amenable to judgment, so all will not 
be resurrected. Only those will be called to give account 
who have promised to serve God. It is the same as if 
a farmer hired five men to work for him on his farm 
for a week. At the end of the week he settles only with 
the men he hired. In the parable of the “talents” the man 
traveling into a far country, upon returning, reckoned 
with his own servants. There were many others he had 
never hired into his vineyard, but he did not reckon with 
them. Paul is very explicit in Rom. 2:12, “For as many 
as have sinned without law, shall also perish without 
law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be 
judged by the law.” In the Resurrection only those who 
have covenanted to serve God will be raised and judged. 
All others, the heathen, and the great mass of humanity 
who never promised to serve God, will sleep on forever, 
and be as though they had not been. To get a mind picture 
of this class read Ps. 49, especially verses 14, 19, and 
20. Also Prov. 21:16; Jer. 51:57, and Obadiah 16. 
These texts clearly show that those who never came into 
covenant with God will never have any resurrection, 
but will sleep on forever. 


We read in Luke 16: 16, “The law and the prophets were 
until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, 
and every man presseth into it.” Is this the law that was 
“nailed to the cross” (Col. 2:14)? What is the grace of 
Romans 6: 16 that we are under now? 


Until the coming of John (and Jesus) God’s people 
were governed by the laws given by Moses and the proph- 
ets; it is erroneously believed by many that all these 
laws were done away by Christ, nailed to the cross, as 
some express it. But only the sacrifices and ceremonies, 
the observance of which could never give eternal life, 
were abolished, as having fulfilled their purpose; space 
permits mention of only a few of the laws of Moses and 
the prophets that are still in force. 

“Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment: thou 
shalt not respect the person of the poor, nor honor the 
person of the mighty.” 

“Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart” 
(Lev. 19:15, 17). 

“Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to 


do well...” (Isa. 1: 16). 
“O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wickedness that 
thou mayest be saved...” (Jer. 4:14). 


Under the Mosaic order nothing less than the for- 
bidden act brought punishment, but Jesus put “teeth” in 
the law, so to speak, showing a person desiring to do 
evil and held back only by fear of punishment, and not 
by love of right, is deemed as worthy of punishment 
as the actual offender. 

“Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye 
know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in 
him” (John 3:15). 
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Peter tells us that brother Paul wrote some things 
which were hard to be understood, and Col. 2:14 can 
we!l come under that category. The wrongly instructed, 
reading in the Bible of the cross, at once think of the 
cross on which Jesus was crucified, ignoring the cross 
of Luke 9: 23 to deny self and take up the cross of self- 
denial daily and follow Him. Jesus, in His cross of daily 
living, gave an actual demonstration of how we can, 
should and must live above and beyond the law of ordi- 
nances and sacrifices given by God through Moses. 

In Titus 2: 11, 12 we read, “For the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath appeared unto all men, teaching 
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
world.” We also read, in Rom. 1:16 that the gospel is 
the power of God unto salvation. Thus we learn that the 
Gospel, Grace, and Word are synonymous terms, all 
meaning the same. We are now under the law of faith, 
the foundation of which is the prophets, apostles and 
Jesus, 


What is the new covenant, also referred to many times 
as the everlasting covenant? 


The new covenant is the one God made with Abraham 
and his children, those who believe (Rom. 4:11), on 
condition they walk before Him and become perfect 
(Gen, 17:1). 

There were two covenants, the everlasting covenant 
given to Abraham, as aforementioned, and the one given 
to Moses, a law of secondary importance, because it 
was destined to “vanish away” (Heb. 8:13). The gospel 
of perfection of character, this new covenant, was 
preached to Abraham long before the Mosaic law was 
given (Gal. 3: 6—8, 17). It is called “new” in the re- 
spect that it is always fresh, up-to-the-minute, it is ahead 
of every situation that can confront the Christian, and it 
will give life. The Mosaic law referred to as “old” because 
it was ineffective, outmoded, and ready to “vanish away.” 
The Mosiac law was only “added to” the everlasting 
covenant until the “seed,” Christ, should come (Gal. 3: 
24). 

Jesus contrasts the two laws for us in Matt. 5: 21—32, 
and shows graphically the superiority of the “new” or 
“everlasting covenant.” The law God gave the children 
of Israel was designed to make a respectable nation of 
them, but no more. The law of faith stressed by the 
prophets, Jesus and the apostles, is a law that reaches 
to the very thoughts and intents of the heart, and con- 
trols every act of a man’s life, and is a perfect furnisher 
to every good work. The law of Moses did not reach the 
heart (it simply made good citizens) but the bringing 
in of a “better hope did” (II Cor. 3: 11—13)—it makes 
Christians. 


What is meant by the phrase, “This is he that came by 
water and blood” (I John 5: 6). 


We have not only to take the water of life, (John 4: 
14, Isa. 12:3) which will satisfy our thirst for some- 
thing better than this life, but there has to be a death 
of the “old man,” the carnal nature (Rom. 6:6, Heb. 
12:4). Christ, as our perfect Example, submitted to 
both of these processes, He came by “water and blood.” 
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Mountain- Lop Men 


Said the Emperor Marcus Aurelius: “Live as on a mountain.” 

There is something vibrant and inspiring about mountains. 

How can one be mentally small who associates with the magnif- 
icent bigness of mountains? 

Great men live on Mental Mountains. 

Their spirits tower above the storms: 


Their minds are above doubt, cynicism and despair; 


Their horizons are expanded; their mental frontiers are broad; 


Their visions are lifted above the fog of petty things; 
They look out over the obstacles into the Promised Land of Tomorrow; 
They see the rainbows while little men battle with phantom 
shadows in the valley; 
They see the sun in the east while the valley-dwellers burn 
their tiny lamps in darkness; 
Their heads are in the clouds but their feet are bedded in the 
solid rock of Fact and Reason; 
They dare the sky, they take the risks, 
Like the Alpine Guide they would have as their epitaph these 


words: “He died climbing.” 
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